
The school level winners of the 
Sahasak Nimawum 2017 were 

given an opportunity to exhibit 13 in-
ventions at the Kaohsiung International 
Invention and Design EXPO- 2017 
held in Taiwan from December 8 to 10, 
under the full patronage and guidance 

of the Sri Lanka Inventors Commission. 
The KIDE 2017 exhibition was organ-
ized by the World Invention Intellectual 
Property Association (WIIPA), one of 
the world’s premier institutions for in-
novations, with the participation of 26 
inventors from 399 countries. 

The excellence of the Sri Lankan young 
inventors was specially appreciated at the 
exhibition and J.M Lahiru Kavinda and 
J.M Ayesha Devindi won the award for 
the Best International Young Inventor at 
the KIDE 2017 for their Bio-charcoal and 
Plastic Mix Composition. 
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The National Science Foundation, functioning 
under the Ministry of Science Technology and 

Research, organized a workshop on Research Manage-
ment in collaboration with the Global Research Council, 
under the patronage of the Minister of Science Tech-
nology and Research, Susil Premajayantha, has held in 
Colombo. A number of research organizations, scientists 
and researchers, representing Sri Lankan universities 
participated at this workshop.

- Dulip Nayanapriya - 

With the mediation of 
the Ministry of Science 

Technology and Research, and with 
the cooperation of the Government 
of Korea has been working on a 
project to develop an appropriate 
technology in Sri Lanka. The first 
phase of the project was launched 
by the technological and financial 
support of the Korean Intellectual 
Property Association (KIPA) and 

the Korean Innovation Promotion 
Organization (KIPO) which in-
cluded three coconut oil extraction 
machines and an appropriate tech-
nology development center for the 
country. The initiation took place 
at the  Kuliyapitiya West Vidatha 
Resource Center with the patronage 
of the Secretary to the Ministry of  
Science Technology and Research, 
Udaya Senevirathne.  

The first machine out of the three 
machines was installed at the West 

Vidatha Resource Center Kuli-
yapitiya and another machine at 
the East Vidyatha Resource Center 
in Kuliyapitiya. The other machine 
was established at the ITI for the 
research work on coconut oil. 

The project is jointly imple-
mented a  number of Sri Lankan 
organizations such as the Sri 
Lanka Engineering Research & 
Development (NERDC), Industrial 
Technology Institute (ITI) and the 
Vidatha Program. 

The Sri Lanka Inventors Commission has received 
the opportunity to hold an International Invention 

Exhibition in Sri Lanka for the first time the history of the 
country. The exhibition will be held on the 24th & 25th of 
October 2018, at the Nelum Pokuna premises, Colombo. 
The main purpose of the exhibition was to make the 
expectations of the Sri Lankans who are not able to go 
abroad to participate in the international competitions 
and for those who seek opportunities to observe interna-
tional competitions, to come into a reality. 



2017 ends with a proud 
year for both Sri Lanka 

and the Sri Lanka Inventors 
Commission as well as for the 
newest inventors. This is largely 
due to the significant national 
achievements not only nationally 
but also internationally. Every 
inventor who participated in the 
competitions was fully spon-
sored by the Sri Lanka Inventors 
Commission, which promoted the 
competitors as well as encouraged 
them. 

Sponsorship of the 
Commission

The Commission commissioned 
a presentation of the Kaohsiung 
International Invention and De-
sign Expo 2017 held in Taiwan for 
the Inventors who won first place 
in various fields in the “Sahasak Ni-
mavum” 2017 National Exhibition 
and Competition. They have won 
five gold medals, six silver and two 
bronze medals at Taiwan and were 
able to bring fame to Sri Lanka. 

Achievements
The novel version of the use of 

a spectacular mixture of furniture 
innovated by J.M Lahiru Kavinda 
and Ayesha Kavindi was awarded a 
gold medal and Best International 
Innovation Award winner. Further 
a gold medal was awarded for the 
naming of the plant and animal 
poison identification 
system. New inventions 
for the production 
of  bio fuel biomass 
capable of supporting 
their own products 
and environments that 
support multilevel 
quality testing equip-
ment and earth slips 
won silver medals and 

a health risks pre-
notification system won 

a bronze medal.  Kajaya 
Kumar Krishan Kumar and 

Vijayakumar Wijith Kumara 
won a gold medal for a mango 

plucking equipment with a 
camera and a Croatian special 

award was presented for that.  The 
hybrid gas cooker created by Thivinya 
Ravindi Premarathne won the gold medal 
and the Macao special award. L.E.K.M 

Ratnaweera’s new inven-
tion, a double purpose 
door lock, also received 
a gold medal. Sandalu 

Ransika Senevirathne’s new 
product, an automatic  silver 
side support for the motor-
bicycle, won the silver medal 

and the Indonesian special award. The in-
novations of Kavindi Hiruni Adhikari and  
Sachintha Sarindi pairing, the door cover 
for the floodwaters, Thimith Navodaya’s 
new product rolls-making machine, as 
well as Sandamal Dissanayake and Lakmal 
Dissanayake’s  footboard protector for the 
buses won silver medals. A bronze medal 
was won by V. Vishanthan for inventing 
a simple device to exclude sanitary urine. 
D.M.C  Dissanayake who contested for the 
above tournamnet, won a silver medal for 
his ‘Hack Defence System’

 A Milestone
Another milestone of the competition is 

the World Invention  Intellectual Prop-
erty Association (WIIPA)had chosen Dr. 
Mahesh Edirisinghe, the commissioner of 

Sri Lanka Inventors Com-
mission, as a jury member 
for the Inquiry of inven-
tions from other countries. 
It is an excellent opportu-
nity not only for the Inven-
tors Commission but also 
for the country. Moreover, 

the commissioner 
was invited to work 
in the international 
jury in Japan Design 
and Invention Expo 
2017(JDIE) com-
petition which was 
held from the 4th to 
6th August 2017 in 
Japan. 

The reason for 
these opportunities 
were mainly due 

to his own research potential and 
innovations. This is not only a great 
honour for the Inventors Commis-

sion but a landmark for Sri Lanka as 
the country is been internationally 
appreciated. 

45th Geneva International
 Innovation Competition

At the beginning of the year, Sri Lankan 
inventors were able to win at the 45th Ge-
neva International Innovation Competi-
tion. An award winning laparoscopy tying 
tool by Dr. Thilanka Ratnapala and Dr. 
Indika Herath’s video laryngoscopy won 
special awards from the jury.  Moreover 
Mr.Asiri Dilhan de Silva’s new invention, 
the pillar fire retardant eco friendly table 
holder won a gold medal. Silver medals 
were awarded for Nalin Dharshana Karu-
nasinghe’s E pro1000 invention, Prince 
Chandrasena’s invention of a computer 
key for the visually impaired persons, 
Mr.A.M Dusman’s dual-purpose electro-
surgical test and Aruna de Silva’s Vegeta-
ble Safety Machine. 

Malaysian Invention Competition
Our inventors were also awarded at the 

28th International Invention Innovation 
and Technology Exhibition(ITEX) 
held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, in May 
2017. H.M.T Dilshan Kumara Herath’s 
Light Cane won the award for the best 
invention in the junior category and 
the Gold Medal awarded by the World 
Youth Inventions Union. S.Kajanan’s 
invention of soil and iron separating 
magnet had won a silver medal and a 
special award from the World Inven-
tive Intellectual Property Company. 
K.Thanujan and M. Abhishek’s teaching 
aid for periodic table received a silver 
medal.  

Koean Inventors Competition 
The qualifiers who were selected 

from the preliminary rounds of the 
Inova Minds 2017 Televise Innovation 
Competition,  participated for the group 
competitions of the 
Korea International Youth Olympiad 
(KIYO 2017), held from the 11th to 
13th of August. The Inova Minds was 
targeted on the young inventors by the 
Sri Lanka’s Inventors Commission. Our 
inventors were able to win a gold medal, 
a silver medal, the FIRI Award for 
the best invention and a special three 
awards granted by the World Inventions 
& Entrepreneur Institution.

To be Continued in the next issue...
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This is a tribute by the scientists of the 
ITI being thankful for the Hon. Minis-

ter of Science, Technology & Research, Susil 
Premajayantha, for his enormous service 
for the development of the field of Science 
and Technology in the country since the 
year 2015. His valuable service during these 
two years building up national and interna-
tional relationships, connecting with various 
Science & Technology institutes around the 
world, inclining our scientists all over the 
world towards the country, being the lead-
ing force to facilitate the field of Science & 
Technology of the country, and initiating 
development projects with new visions are 
specially appreciated. 
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Sri Lanka 
Inventors 

Commission has 
become a strong 

force in the export 
of inventions. It has 

driven the export mar-
ket and national economy 

with a wider focus and a 
credible track record. The 

following is an interview with 
the Commissioner of the Sri 

Lanka Inventors Commission, 
Dr. Mahesh Edirisinghe. 

p Have you taken steps to provide new inven-
tors with the opportunity to have their products 

access the market? 

This institution which was established in 1979, 
had one major objective among the 12 objec-
tives which were set down in its bill but we were 
unable to fulfill it. This was the setting up of a 
separate research centre for inventions. When the 
new products are brought into the market, the 
centre that helps in the process of bridging gap or 
the approach we use is called the National Inno-
vation Support Centre. We have tried this before 
but we couldn’t get it done.  However with recent 
requests and with the consideration and media-
tion of the President, the Prime Minister and the 
Minister, we have received the primary support 
which is required for the process. Accordingly 
Rs.100 million has been allocated for five Support 
Centers in five districts, in the last budget. 

However, based on practical observations, it 
was decided that we would establish three sup-
port centers, at the NERD Center, at Engineering 
Faculty of the University of Jaffna and the Uni-
versity of Peradeniya. Accordingly, we were able 
to initiate the first Business Innovation Service 
Centers on last November by allowing Rs. 100 
million to the National Engineering Research 

Development (NERD) 
Centre. Also, in just a 
couple of days, we will 
open two other service 
centers for more sup-
pliers. Accordingly, 
for the first time in Sri 
Lanka, three Innova-
tion Support Service 

Centers will be established under the Inven-
tors Commission of Sri Lanka. We also rolled 
out the Inova Minds program into the NERD 
center. Through this, we expect new products to 
be marketed through these centers. And that is 
where our innovative products contribute to the 
national economy. Our aim is to raise our contri-
bution to the national economy in this process, 
which is now at an unusually low level at present. 

p Could you elaborate on the approach taken 
towards the commercialization of these products?

We have already obtained access to the com-
mercialization of the Innovations based on 
the National Inventions & Innovation 
Exhibition, ‘Sahasak Nimawum’. We 
can also mention on another latest 
program called ‘Inova Minds’. 
It is a specially TV program 
reserved for the school level 
inventors. At the beginning 
we launched this pro-
gram, inviting applica-
tions separately from 
school level inventors, 
like the ‘SahasakNi-
mawum’ program.  
But from next year, 
we will bring 
the first three 
winners in the 
school category 
into the ‘Inova 
Minds’ pro-
gram. We will 
add an extra 
challenge to 
be completed 
by the time 
they reach 
the ‘Inova 
Minds’ pro-
gram. That 
challenge 
is to have 

their products enter the market. Accordingly, we 
will use this process to make the Inova Minds 
program a direct marketing medium for these 
innovations. 

This can be introduced as the commercial ap-
proach taken towards these innovations. There-
fore, the winner of this competition will be the 
one who will gain the maximum success in this 
process, according to relevant criteria. For an ex-
ample, if there are forty winners in first, second, 
third categories, we will bring them all to one 
place and explain our purpose. 

p How do you support new inventors win the 
market place?

We always 
support new in-
ventors with the 
guidance 
and 

cooperation they need for market success. Fund-
ing for innovations is sponsored by the Inventors 
Commission. But what is important here is the 
positivity and right attitudes of the people. The 
thinking of the innovators needs to change. The 
inventors’ are interested and focused only up 
to the production of their inventions. But their 
thinking must grow up to the point of the mar-
ket.They need our support for that. Therefore, we 
continue to conduct awareness workshops on this 
subject. We lead them in the correct path without 
betraying them. Similarly, 2018 will be the year 
that we intend to harvest the outcomes of 
the hard work done in 2017. 

In this case, commercialization is not just 
having new products for sale in the market. For 
example, Dr. Anupa Herath’s dazing machine. 
Now it is in use, at the surgery units of Kandy, 
Colombo and Peradeniya National Hospitals 
which cannot be bought in a supermarket. But 
this is a new invention. It is also an essential 
feature of the country’s health sector. And, in 
order to stand high in our production economy, 
we have to shift to the mechanization. 

Self Confidence is also most important for 
an inventor. Any inventor thinks his product 
is the best, but we should be strong enough to 
understand the correct judgments. There should 
be self-confidence to equally tolerate the losses 
as well as success. Also if somebody wasn’t able 
to win the first place, he will never be defeated. 
Only the best are presented to the competition. 

So we always encourage them to continue thier 
inventions. The Inventors Commission is the best 
and the most reliable institute for new inventions. 
Hon.Minister Susil Premajayantha is always will-
ing to give an opportunity for the inventors to 
meet him and discuss on their problems. 

p Under the Accelerated Innovation Program 
how can a new product in the market cope with 
problems of demand?  

Of course, if a new 
product is up-

graded to the market, they would face a big issue 
if they cannot afford to supply for the demands. 
For that, success steps have been taken with the 
mediation of the Minister, to provide the basic 
manufacturing processes to these products, with 
Rs.100 million, for the accelerated innovation 
program. We are confident that the government 
and other ministries will join us in witnessing 
their capabilities through this basic process. We 

are now showing the practicability of innovation 
productivity. For example, eco-friendly packag-
ing is being done in our country today without 
having to import it. Accordingly, we can now 
responsibly declare that our products are heading 
towards a rapid, stable and fast tracked journey 
towards success. Also the year 2018 will be the 
year that we would harvest the fruits of what we 
intended in 2017. Thus I specially appreciate the 
significant service carried out by the staff lead 
by the Asst.Commissioners, H.M.R Kiriella & 
Kalpani Rajapaksha. 

Dr. Mahesh Edirisinghe
The Commissioner, Sri Lanka Inventors Commission 

We can also 
introduce the 

Inventors 
Commission as the 

best and the most reli-
able company in con-

fidentiality of new 
products. Now we have 

opened the way for a 
correct journey on 

your confidence. 

“ W.A.S Nisansala Kumari
Pics - Sarath Pieris

 

The Sri 
Lanka 

Inventors Commis-
sion (SLIC) is a Statutory 

Body which was came into 
operation on by virtue of the 

powers vested in the Sri Lanka In-
ventors Incentives Act No 53 of 1979. 

The commission was able to spread 
its duties and roles widely throughout 

2017, being immensely useful for the local 
inventors. 

The Role of the Commission 
The duties which are assigned for the com-

mission by the act are to encourage the Sri 
Lankan citizens to invent or to create inven-

tions, to provide technological, financial 
and legal support for the inventors, to 

guide the inventors to obtain the 
Intellectual Property Rights for 

the safety of their inven-

tions,  to grant President Awards covering 
all the fields such as Agriculture, Chem-
istry, Medicine, & Common Industries, 
to  provide support for the research works 
of the inventors, to create opportunities to 
represent at the international competitions 
of the inventors, to promote and to encour-
age the creativity of the youth. 

Comprehending the duties of the com-
mission excellently, many pilot projects 
have been launched, and extended around the island 
by the present commissioner Dr. C. Mahesh Edirisin-
ghe and the rest of the members of the commission. 
The service rendered by the assistant commissioners 
Mr.H.M.R Kiriella & Mrs.Kalpani Rajapakse has 
always been remarkable. 

President Awards
Many major projects have been initi-
ated by the Inventors Commission 
of Sri Lanka for the purpose 
of encouraging the in-
ventions of the local 
inventors. 

‘President’s Awards’ has a 
prominent place among them. 
The inventions which have obtained 

the Intellectual Property Rights in vari-
ous fields annually, are been selected by an 
efficient judge board which is approbated by 

the president, to be rewarded with the President’s 
Awards. Awards are been presented field wise and 

generally for the best invention of the year as well. 
This is marked as a special occasion of an inventor’s 
journey and further it leads to develop the inventing 
attitudes. 

‘Sahasak Nimawum’ National Invention & 
Innovation Exhibition

‘Sahasak Nimawum’ national inventions & in-
novations exhibition can be introduced as another 
pilot project which helps to encourage the local 
inventors. This exhibition is scheduled to be 

launched with few phases. Firstly, the seminars 
are been conducted in all the nine provinces 

convincing the inventors on the value and 
the purposes of the exhibition, later the 

provincial invention competitions are held 
systematically, covering the whole island. 

From the competition, the qualified 

inventions which are conformed to the 
criteria, are been presented to the national 

exhibition. The inventions which win in the 
national level are been qualified to represent the 
international competitions. The entire sponsorship 
for the inventors at the international competitions 
is afforded by the Inventors Commission of Sri 
Lanka. 

During this year, ‘Sahasak Nimawum’ national 
inventions and innovations exhibition has been 
held for the 6th time successfully, with approxi-
mately 300 inventions, representing fourteen fields. 
The commission has provided opportunities for the 
winners to participate in many of the international 
competitions.  

Further, the conduction of the Presentation Skills 
Development Workshop for the school level quali-
fiers of the ‘Sahasak Nimawum’ national  
exhibition is another specialty of the process. Thus 
the inventors will be able to present their inven-
tions efficiently at the national exhibition.  

The commission also works on a series of 
programs called ‘Nawa Nipayum Diriya’ in order 
to provide the necessary assistance for 

the com-
mercializa-
tion of the 
winning 
inventors. 
By the programs, the inventors are provided with 
financially supported technical assitance for inno-
vations, the support for non-interest bearing loans, 
prototype assets and production capacity upgrad-
ing. A post monitoring of the progress will also be 
implemented. 

The Commercialization of the Inventions 
The Sri Lanka Inventors Commission has been 
tasked with the Innovation Accelerator Fund-

ing Mechanism for Sri Lanka (IAFM-SL) project 
under the Ministry of Science Technology and 
Research to support the researchers in Sri Lanka 
and to translate them into the market for produc-
ing research skills to the market.This is in line with 
the Commission Act.  The Financial Aid Method is 
further developed to provide support to inventive 
commercialization, in a consistent and comprehen-
sive range. 

(Continued on page 06...) 
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The First Patent 

There are tangible outcomes achieved 
from the research grant (RG/2015/EA 
& ICT/02) awarded to Prof. Rangika 
Umesh Halwathura , Department of 

Civil Engineering, Faculty of Engineer-
ing , University of Moratuwa, which 
is titled as “Investigation of Mud 
Concrete for in-situ cast load bearing 
walls”  the concept was to design a self-
compacting in-situ cast load-bearing 

wall system through Mud- 
Concrete. In this research 
process two patents were 
obtained. Patent 01 has 
obtained for the inven-
tion of Self-compacting 
in-situ cast Mud-Concrete 
load-bearing walls (Patent 
number: 18762, Awarded 
in 2016)  

Unlike a masonry block 

the invention of in-situ cast 
load bearing wall system could 

construct up to three stories without 
any reinforcement or column- beam 

structures. In this system wall seg-
ment could lift to 1200mm height and 
minimum thickness of internal wall 
is 100mm and standard external wall 
thickness is 150mm. Further, depending 
on the load, thickness of the wall could 
be adjusted and reinforcement could use 
to increase carrying capacity of the wall 
segment. This will further help to lift the 
wall system up to higher story. The best 
mix of Mud Concrete load-bearing wall 
consists with minimum 4% of Cement, 
fine < 8% (< sieve size 0.425mm), sand  
50-55% ( sieve size 0.425mm <  sand 
< 4.75 mm), and gravel  35-45% (both 
fine gravel & coarse gravel – sieve size 
4.75mm <  gravel <  35m) and water 
requirement 18%- 20% from the dry 
mix. This is sustainable, low cost and 
speed construction technique which is 
mainly developed through local materi-
als which could easily be adapted to the 

local context. 

The Second Patent

Patent 02 has obtained for the 
invention of  Modular 

Formwork system  for 
in-situ cast walls 

made from 
self- 

compacting soil-based materials ( Pat-
ent number: 18879, Awarded in 2017) 
The invention was mainly based on the 
calculated design loads (water & soil 
pressure, wind loads). Through finite 
element modeling, it was decided the 
minimum spacing of studs and walls, 
which needed to avoid the maximum 
bending, deflections, rolling shear oc-
cur due to water & soil pressure of the 
poured self- compacting material. The 
minimum number of lateral bracings 
needed to avoid the bending of a wall 
segment was calculated. While the 
strength was finalized, it was designed 
with minimum materials and simple 
technologies which could use for fabri-
cation. Further, the joints were ensured 
in watertight and surfaces were kept 
smooth. Then the quick & safe methods 
were introduced to erect and disman-
tle the formwork system. The needed 
minimum number of labor has been 
optimized to assemble the system in 
site. Through this conscious design and 
techniques, manufacturing cost of the 
formwork has been optimized. 

Incubation Centers
A formal process is in effect and for the 

purpose of completing the financial support, 
the completion of the market is carried out in a 
number of supervisory steps. With the objective 
of making the Innovation Idea a reality, the Na-
tional Incubation Centers have been given the 
approval of Hon. Minister Susil Premajayantha, 
Minister of Science Technology and Research, 
to implement the development projects in five 
districts. Accordingly, the Sri Lanka Inventors 
Commission acts as a catalyst for the creation of 
an inventory of products for inventors.

National Inventors Day
The process of publishing a national day 

for Sri Lankan inventors has also inspired the 
preparation of new inventions. The 26th of 
October, has been named as the National Inven-
tors’ Day on the directions of His Excellency 
the President Maithripala Sirisena and the Hon. 
Minister of Science Technology and Research, 
Susil Premajayantha. The proponent of the first 
commissioner of the Sri Lanka Inventors Com-
mission was Dr. A.N.S Kulasinghe. This date is 
based on His birthday for the honoring of the 
infinite service of him. Thus announcing the 
date of the National Inventors Day not only will 
the new inventors be appreciated, but also to 
gain an access to the public for the purpose of 
carrying the country to an innovative economy. 
Furthermore, the publication of a national day 
will also greatly enhance the focus of the rest of 
the community on the inventors, the opportuni-
ties for investment, market and other support 
will also be enhanced.

IDs for Inventors
 The Commission has also taken steps to 

issue an identity card for new inventors with the 
aim of giving them a special recognition giving 
valuable worth to the value of the local inventor. 

The identity card is issued under the supervision 
of the Commission in accordance with specific 
criteria and all inventors of the identity cards are 
provided with information through an online 
access to the Internet at any given institution.

Excellent new inventions will emerge from 
the time the craftsman acquires the knowledge 
through experience and maturity. When the 
young children who tend to make new things 
from the beginning, reach adulthood, they 
transform into a full-fledged community of 
excellence. For this purpose, they need guidance 
from the elderly from the very early days. By or-
ganizing certain programs targeting inventors or 
school-age inventors, they will be motivated and 
will be motivated to know about new inventions. 

School Level Inventors 
It is a great contribution to create an innova-

tive culture in the future Sri Lanka. With this 
objective, the Sri Lanka Inventors Commission 
is launching several programs for inventors 
in the school sector and for young inventors. 
The “Sahasak Nimawum” exhibition has also 
provided opportunity for the school sector in 
parallel with the adult sections and has provided 
space for entry into international competitions. 

Inova Minds
In addition, the Inova Minds is a dedicated 

pilot project for young inventors. This program 
is a unique electronic media campaign which is 
dedicated for the creative student community 
with innovative product knowledge. For the first 
time in the year 2016, 
INNOVA MINDS began to out flourish with 
the purpose of making children aware of the 
value of making products of national social, and 
commercial value for the local economy. The 
program, which was successfully completed in 
2016 and 2017, was telecast over the National 
Television Network. The finalists of the both 
programs were entrusted to the International 
Young Inventors Award (IYIA) 2017 in Jakarta, 
Indonesia, with the complete sponsorship of the 
commission. The non-eligible Inventors received 
a full sponsored sponsorship from the commis-

sion to 
participate 
at the Korea 
International 
Youth Olympiad 
(KIYO) 2017, Group 
Competitions in South 
Korea. In all these instances, 
the young inventors were able to 
achieve victories and bring glory to Sri 
Lanka. 

The media can play a role in communicating 
with the whole universe.

Media Policy
 Sri Lanka Inventors Commission is keen on 

helping to navigate an innovative economy.  It is 
aimed at popularizing inventions through elec-
tronic media, print media and social networking 
sites among the public, and to make it possible 
for people to draw on product innovation in the 
local manufacturing market, which has a strong 
commercial potential, but doesn’t have an op-
portunity to socialize. Making it a reality, a pro-
gram was conducted on the 31st of August 2017, 
headed by the Minister of Science Technology 
and Research Susil Premajayantha, introduc-
ing a media policy. It had positive feedback and 
it also created a belief that the local inventor 
would be able to create a clear tomorrow. 

Blue Green Era Program 
A pilot program of the Blue Green Era Pro-
gram -2017, which is a collaborative effort of 
the Ministry of Science Technology & Research 
and the Ministry of Mahaweli Development & 

Environment, has success-
fully conducted by the Inventors Com-
mission of Sri Lanka on the 16th of October 
2017 at Nuga Sewana, BMICH.  The purpose of 
this program was to analyze the ways in which 
the inventions could contribute to create a Blue 
Green Environment in Sri Lanka & to uplift the 
Green Economy of the country. Accordingly the 
commission was capable of joining the inven-
tors who own the inventions which support the 
Green Economy and over 400 people who are 
interested on the field, to the program.    

Skills Development 
The Sri Lanka Inventors Commission makes 

arrangements to organize various workshops to 
enhance the capabilities of the inventors among 
all these projects. It is expected that they will be 
able to think of their creative potential in a new 
way. The first three day workshop for the pur-
pose was held from 16th to 18th August 2017 at 
Kukuleganga. This opportunity was extremely 
useful for sharing each other’s messages and 
understanding how to act in team spirit.  

Continued from Page 04-05...
Recollections of 2017....
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The Moon 
The Moon is the only sub planet which 
belongs to the Earth and it has a very close 
relativity to the Buddhist philosophy. In the 
solar system, there are 69 sub planets for 
Jupiter, 62 sub planets for Saturn, 27 sub 
planets for Uranus, and 14 sub planets for 
Neptune. These sub planets are considered 
as natural satellites which belong to the 
respective planets.  In comparison with the 
other sub planets, the Moon which belongs 
to the Earth is in the 5th place in magni-
tude. It is believed that our solar system had 
been created 4.6 billion years ago and the 
Moon had been emerged 50 million years 
later. It is also believed that a celestial object 
as big as Mars had hit the earth, thus the 
explosion and rock fragments gathered to 
form the Moon. 

Did You Know? 
Did you know that the Moon moves away 
by 3.8 cm from the earth each year? It is 
believed that the above mentioned explo-
sion caused the movement. If the movement 
persisted, will the Earth miss the Moon 
some day?  No, it will not happen! One day 
the angular momentum will stabilize with 
gravitational force and stop the Moon from 
leaving the Earth.  
The magnitude of the Moon is approxi-
mately 3474km diameters and the magni-
tude of the Earth is approximately 12742km 
diameters. Thus it seems that the size of the 
Moon is one third of the size of the Earth. 
The Moon takes 27.3 days to rotate about its 
axis and it takes 29.5 days to rotate around 
the Earth. Thus only one interface of the 
Moon is visible to us on the Earth.   
The Moon is a very important celestial ob-
ject for us on the Earth, more than we could 
even imagine! As we all know the tidal 
waves are created according to the location 
of the Moon. This is also a factor which 
contributes to the bio evolution & the bio 
diversity of the Earth. In the event of tidal 

wave rise in the sea during a certain period 
of time, some areas of the coastal belt 
become a temporary land strip. Thus the 
living creatures of that strip get adapted to 
the land environment. The adaptation of the 
aquatic life to the land environment can be 
taken as an example for the bio evolution. 
Another fact that you already know is that, 
although the Moon shines brightly in the 
night sky, it doesn’t remain same in shape 
every day. This transformation of the Moon 

is known as Lunar Phases in astronomy. 
Let’s look at how the lunar phases are cre-
ated. 

Lunar Phases 
When the Moon rotates around the Earth, 
sunlight falls onto the half-lobed section 
towards the Moon, but according to the 
location of the Moon, we can only see a 
lobe of the shinning Moon, which forms 
the lunar phases. We see the entire Moon 
on full moon poya days. We see this half 
lobe as a flat disk on that particular day. On 
full moon poya days, the Moon rests on the 
opposite side of the Sun from the Earth, 
thus the brightest whole of the Moon can 
be seen. 
When a week has passed since the full 
moon poya day, the shape of the 
Moon gradually 

decreases and we can see it in a shape of a 
semi circle. This shape is called ‘first quarter 
half moon’. If we look at the Moon on that 
particular day, we will see the shinning lobe 
towards the eastern sky. Seven days after the 
‘First Quarter Half Moon’ the shape of the 
Moon gradually decreases to form the ‘New 
Moon’.  On a ‘New Moon’ day the Moon 
locates between the Earth & the Sun. On 
that day, the brilliant side of the Moon lies 
towards the Sun and the dark half towards 
the Earth. Thus the Moon is not visible to 

the Earth during the New Moon. 
When the New Moon day passes, 
the shape of the Moon gradually 
increases and we can see it in a 
shape of a semi circle after 7 days. 
It is called as the ‘Last Quarter Half 
Moon’. If we look at the night sky 
on that particular day, the brilliant 
side of the Moon lies towards the 
western sky. 7 days after the’ Last 
Quarter Half Moon’, the shape of 
the Moon increases even more to 
form the Full Moon. Accordingly 
you may understand that, during 
the full phases of the Moon, the 

western side of it can be seen brilliantly and 
during the half phases of the Moon the east-
ern side shines. Otherwise when you look at 
the moon turning your back to the North, 
if you find the right hand side of the moon 
brilliant, it can be identified as a full phase, 
and if the left hand side is brilliant, it can be 
identified as a half phase.   The Moon takes 
around 29 days to complete this full circle. 
You can get a clear understanding of these 
phases, from the below picture. 

A Presentation of the Sri Lanka 
Planetarium  

“Vidatha Haritha Kadamandiya” 
at Sethsiripaya Premises 

Under the Vidatha Program of the 
Ministry of Science and Research, 

the Vidatha Resource Centers have 
established 266 Divisional Secre-
tarial Divisions to strengthen the rural 
economy by giving them greater value to 
the natural resources of the country. And 
Medium Enterprises And plays a pivotal 
role in providing scientific and techni-
cal knowledge and guidance to those 
entrepreneurs. 
For the festive season, Vidatha Hari-
tha Kadamandiya 2017 has been held 
from the 20th – 22nd December 2017 at 
Sethsiripaya Premises, Baththaramulla  

which included poison free products 
and services from a group of 50 entre-
preneurs who were selected from the 
Vidatha Centres island wide.They have  
become small, medium and large scale 
entrepreneurs who were able to present 
their products at the national and inter-
national level. 
The consumers had the opportunity 
to purchase many domestic products 
including local dry and cooked food, 
sweets, domestic rice brands, Bathik and 
readymade garments, jewelry, handicraft 
products, footwear, bags, ornamen-
tal flowers, agricultural products and 
services and electronic equipments from 
the Vidatha market. 

We would like to ask 
two questions from 

you. They are, ‘what is the 
closest celestial object to the 
Earth? And what is the most 
astounding celestial object 
that is visible in the night 
sky? Both the questions hold 
the same answer. The answer 
is the Moon. 
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Sahasak Nimawum National Inventions 
& Innovations Competition, organized by 

the Sri Lanka Inventors Commission for the 6th 
time, has been successfully held from the 29th - 
30th September 2017 at the SLECC.   
The inaugural ceremony of the exhibition was 
held on the 28th of September under the guid-
ance of the Minister of Science Technology & 
Research, Susil Premajayantha and with the 
headship of the Secretary to the Ministry of Sci-

ence Technol-
ogy & Re-
search, Udaya 
R.Seneviratne.  
The spe-
cial guests 
including the 
president of 
the Univer-
sity Grants 
Commission 
Dr. Mohan 
de Silva, the 
president of 
the Indian 

Inventors Association Dr. A.S Rao, 
the Secretary to the World Inven-
tions Intellectual Property Associa-
tion H. Man Lee, the director of the 
Youth Affairs Ericha Insaan, the 
academics, and a large number 
of inventors joined for the opening 
ceremony of the exhibition.  
Sri Lanka Inventors Commission 

obtained the memberships of the International 
Federation of Inventors’ Association – IFIA) 
and the World Invention Intellectual Property 
Association – WIIPA) in 2016. As a result, the 
commission was able to affiliate foreign repre-
sentatives for the Sahasak Nimawum national 
exhibition. 
Sahasak Nimawum exhibition is annually organ-
ized by the commission as the compellable insti-

tution which has 
the responsibility 
of strengthening 
the local inven-
tors. It fulfills the 
commission’s 
duties of uplifting 
& promoting the 
inventive skills 
and the creativ-
ity of the local 
inventors and to 
find a market for 
their inventions.  
The competition 
is held, covering 
all the provinces 
of the island 
representing the 
four categories 
of school, uni-
versity, tertiary 
educational 
institutions, commercialized inventions and 
open, under 14 fields including Agriculture, Food 
Technology, Public Safety & Welfare, Physics, 
Medicine, and Environment Conservation.   400 
inventions were qualified to be presented at the 
national exhibition of 2017. 
Moreover a special 
award was presented to 
the Minister of Science, 
Technology & Research 

Susil Premajayantha by the World Inventions 
Intellectual Property Association, appreciating 
his contribution to strengthen the local inventors.  
The inventions which won at the competition 
were awarded on the National Inventors Day, 
and ‘Dasis’ awards were presented for the best 
inventions of the main categories. 

The                     
Science 

and Technol-
ogy Policy Institution 

(STEPI) which is under 
the Prime Minister’s 

office in South Korea, is 
planning to hold a work-
shop in Sri Lanka to train 
our Scientists, Researchers 
and Science Administra-
tors on quantitative policy 
analysis techniques and 

R&D commercializa-
tion mechanisms. The 

Workshop which will 
be fully funded by 

the Korean        
                     

Government 
will be held in 
2018.
The project team of 
STEPI lead by Dr. Deak 
Joon- Yim, chief direc-
tor of STEPI planned the 
workshop in collabora-
tion with the Ministry of 
Science, Technology & 
Research and National 
Science Technology                            
Commission to redefine 
the 2016 project scope 
and to condut a de-
tailed assessment of 
the requirements. 


